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sentences, the latter especially in the foot-notes. The references are 
very complete. The bibliography is unusually well selected and satis- 
factory. The book is well indexed — would that the same could be said 
of every such study. This monograph will be useful to students of 
modern history and contemporary politics, and it is to be hoped that its 
practical value and possible lesson to statesmen will not be overlooked. 

Stanley K. Hornbeck. 

The Fall of Tsingtau: with a Study of Japan's Ambitions in China. 

By Jefferson Jones. (Boston and New York: Houghton 

Mifflin Company. 1915. Pp. xviii, 215.) 

In view of Japan's renewed demands upon China, Jones's Fall of 
Tsingtau is a very timely book. It might properly be called Japan's 
Nullification of the Open-Door Policy, for it deals largely with Japan's 
attempt to make the whole of China her special sphere of influence. It 
should be read by everyone who wishes to understand the meaning of 
Japan's demands upon China and their bearing on America's commer- 
cial interests in the Far East. 

In the first part of the book the author tells how seventeen thousand 
Japanese, backed by the whole army and navy of Japan and reinforced 
by the British Far Eastern fleet, conquered a garrison of less than four 
thousand Germans cut off from every hope of supplies and reinforce- 
ments. On the basis of Mr. Jones's testimony the reader is bound to 
conclude that the efficiency of the Japanese army has deteriorated since 
the Russo-Japanese War. Mr. Jones is of the opinion that the opera- 
tions of the Japanese army in Shantung will add little to its reputation 
for scientific work; that sanitation was something wholly lacking in the 
Japanese camps; and that the carelessness of the Japanese generals 
showed itself not only in their disregard of sanitation but in their 
handling of the troops after the surrender. 

To American readers the real value of the book lies in the last seven 
chapters, which deal with Japan's ambitious scheme to dominate China 
politically and commercially. Mr. Jones has succeeded in showing 
more clearly than any other writer on the Orient what is the real ques- 
tion at issue between the United States and Japan. It is not the Cali- 
fornia question but the Open-Door Policy. Japan has recently re- 
newed the demands which she made of China in January, 191 5. Should 
China be forced to yield to these demands the Open-Door Policy would 
cease to exist. By securing control of China's army, police system, and 
financial machinery, Japan would be in a position not only to annihilate 
the sovereignty of the oldest independent nation in the world but to 
secure a monopoly of the trade of China, thus effectively barring Amer- 
ican goods from the world's most promising market. Japan's demands, 
therefore, affect the interests of every American manufacturer and 
laborer. But a larger question than that of foreign trade is involved 
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in Japan's policy. The United States besides being the originator of 
the Open-Door Policy is a party to several international agreements 
guaranteeing the independence of China. Japan's demands, therefore, 
affect not only our commercial interests but also our honor as a nation. 
There are no serious errors in the book, with the exception of Baron 
Riedesel's name, which is incorrectly given (p. 53) as " Leadsel". Mr. 
Jones has apparently fallen into this error by getting the name from the 
Japanese who are apt to confuse the letters R and L. Baron Riedesel, 
second secretary of the German Legation in Peking, was the first Ger- 
man to fall at Tsingtau. He was a descendant of the Baron Riedesel 
who commanded the Hessians in our Revolutionary War. Like his 
famous ancestor, who paid such a glowing tribute to the American 
soldiers who captured him, Riedesel of Tsingtau had a great admira- 
tion for Americans and was exceedingly popular in the American com- 
munity in Peking. He was a true knight " without fear or reproach ". 
Those of us who knew him there and admired him for his knightly 
qualities will regret that his name was distorted almost beyond recogni- 
tion in the only book that chronicles the manner of his death. 

Luther Anderson. 

BOOKS OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

The Military Unpreparedness of the United States: a History of 
American Land Forces from Colonial Times until June 1, 1915. 
By Frederic Louis Huidekoper. With an introduction by 
Major-General Leonard Wood, M.H., Former Chief of Staff of 
the United States Army. (New York: The Macmillan Com- 
pany. 1915. Pp. xvi, 735.) 

Mr. Huidekoper's book concerns a question of the hour and advo- 
cates a specific solution with some vigor. Yet it is historical in the 
sense that it sketches the history of the United States army from the 
time of the War of Independence down to the present. So far as it 
goes this sketch is sufficiently correct, but it does not go nearly far 
enough and always remains on the surface. 

The author's endeavor is to demonstrate that waste and inefficiency 
have always characterized the military policy of this country; and he 
amply proves his case. He shows clearly that the marvel of Wash- 
ington's success lay rather in his overcoming the ineptitude of Congress 
than in his dealing with the skill and numbers of the enemy. From 
that day to this there has been no very striking improvement. Our 
efforts during the Civil War, which Mr. Huidekoper carefully tabulates, 
were of an immense character, threatening national solvency for many 
years after. Yet the Confederacy was a weak state, with few resources 
for conducting a military struggle and with an army that would have 
been helpless against a trained force. 



